Enzyme histochemistry of monoamine oxidase in the heart of aged rats.
The distribution of monoamine oxidase types A and B in the heart of young (3-month-old) and aged (26-month) Wistar rats was studied by histochemical methods. In young rats, MAO activity was higher in the left ventricle than in the right. Enzyme reactivity was present within both muscle cells and the blood vessel wall. Histochemical staining was abolished by clorgyline administration. In the heart of aged rats, we observed a very remarkable increase of clorgyline sensitive MAO activity primarily at the level of myocardial cells. The right ventricle showed the highest increase of MAO reactivity.